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Dear Friends, 

 The season of Lent will soon be upon us. This year I have been much 

more meticulous in my preparation and have decided on a three part 

Lenten discipline: ‗fasting‘, physical discipline and spiritual discipline. 

In terms of ‗fasting‘, I will be abstaining from cake, chocolate, coffee, 

cookies, crisps – and, so as not to be bound by alliteration, also alcohol, 

ice cream and fast food. Although this may look as if it is entirely for the 

benefit of my health, I can assure you that, sadly, it is also a great 

personal sacrifice. You may monitor my progress, if you wish. (There is 

nothing more effective than an active corporate conscience and genuine 

accountability.) 

I will also be committing to thirty minutes of exercise a day, either in the 

gym or using my son‘s Wii at home (if you don‘t know what that is, ask 

your children and grandchildren!). Experience has taught me that 

physical exercise enables me to focus better both on work and in prayer. 

This leads me on to the third part of my Lenten discipline – the spiritual 

discipline. 

The final strand of my own personal discipline this Lent is a commitment 

to saying Morning Prayer in the Lady Chapel each Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday at 9.00 am from the Friday after Ash Wednesday through to 

the end of Holy Week. If anyone would like to join me for that short 

service on any occasion they would be more than welcome. 

But that is not the only opportunity for shared spiritual discipline. On 

five successive Thursdays in Lent, from Thursday 10 March to Thursday 

14 April, there will be the usual series of lunchtime Lent Reflections 

from 12.45pm to 1.30pm in the Parish Church Hall. The overall theme 

this year is ‗Life Calling‘ and the series will focus on encouraging us all 

to discern and live out our calling from God both in and beyond the 

church.  

The five weekly Reflections are entitled: ‗Called by God‘, ‗Called from 

within‘, ‗Called out‘, ‗Called up‘, and ‗Called on‘. Together they will 

provide a fascinating opportunity to stop and think about what God might 

be saying to us about the part that we can play both within the church as 

the family of God and within the world at large as people of God. Even if 

you can only attend some, or one, of them they promise to provide food 

for thought. 
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                          Church Services 

   Sundays  08.00   Holy Communion 

                  10.30   Parish Communion 

       18.30   Evening Prayer 

   Tuesdays  12.30    Holy Communion 

   Wednesdays  12.30     Healing & Wellness 

   Ash Wednesday 12.30  Holy Communion 

     19.30  Sung Eucharist 

   Thursdays  12.00 noon   Holy Communion 
 

                                         

In addition to the times shown above, Church will be open for private prayer and 

visitors during March as follows: 12.00 noon to 1.15 pm on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays, and 11.30 am to 12.45 pm on Thursdays.  

     For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Lecturer on 01204 522226.  

                   For Funerals please contact the Vicar on 01204 845332. 

During those same weeks in Lent, some of us from within the 

congregation will be meeting together once a week with people from 

other congregations who are also part of Christians Together in 

Bolton Town Centre. We will be discussing what we have been 

reading in the Gospel of Matthew, using as our guide the 2011 Lent 

book ‗Lent for Everyone – Matthew‘, which was written by Tom 

Wright, the recently retired Bishop of Durham. 

Both of these series, the one meeting at lunchtimes on Thursdays and 

the other meeting Tuesday evenings, Wednesday afternoons or 

Wednesday evenings, offer the kind of opportunity for spiritual 

growth which is at the heart of all our Lenten traditions. 

Whatever we choose as our Lenten discipline this year, it is my 

heartfelt prayer that within it we will encounter God in new ways that 

will refresh and enliven and prepare us not just for the celebration of 

Easter but for our ongoing life of worship and witness in this place. 

            With my love and prayers, 

                                                          Judie Horrocks 

 

    



 

Bolton Christian Community Cohesion 

BCCC was established in 2005 and exists as a dedicated resource to the 

network of Bolton‘s Christian community projects, chaplaincies and churches. 

Its aim is to inspire and encourage Christian organisations across the borough 

to fulfil their potential in serving the many different communities in Bolton 

and to promote a sense of belonging for all people regardless of background. 

To find out more about the projects in which BCCC is involved, please check 

the website www.boltonchristiancohesion.co.uk or speak to me, Philip, Karen 

Openshaw, who is a Chaplain at the University of Bolton, or Susan Holme, 

who is a Town Centre Chaplain. If you are interested, a chaplaincy course is 

being held over two weekends (26th-27th March and 8th-9th April) – venues 

to be confirmed. Speak to Karen Openshaw for more details. 

As you may have heard, our most exciting project at the moment is the 

PASSION FOR BOLTON on April 23rd 2011 and I am the Volunteer 

Coordinator for this event. This will take place in the grand setting of Victoria 

Square. The plans for this ground-breaking production are well underway; the 

script is written, the set is designed and the first century style costumes are 

being created. Our partners, including Bolton Council itself, are eagerly 

anticipating this high-profile event. Jesus and his followers will walk from 

Bolton Parish Church to Victoria Square with a donkey. Local secondary 

school students will perform scenes from the Gospels heralding the main 

performance. Primary schools will be involved in providing artwork to 

support the event to be showcased around the town. Young singers (aged 13-

21) from across the town are getting involved. If you would like to be 

involved please contact 01204 546139 for details of venue location. 

We are halfway in terms of fundraising. If your group or church is willing to 

make a contribution, if they have not done so already, we would be very 

grateful to receive a donation.  We know times are hard financially and you 

may not be in a position to make a donation.  May we suggest the possibility 

of holding a fundraiser, such as a coffee morning, for us - this would be a 

great way to help fund the project!  

If you belong to a group that would like to hear more about Passion for Bolton 

2011 please contact Caroline, the Project Manager at the Hub or Anne, our 

Administrator, by email and we can arrange a speaker for you. 

Can I please ask you all continuously to hold this event up to God in prayer? 

A special prayer meeting has also been organised on Wednesday 16th March 

at 7pm at St. John's RC Church, The Crescent, Bromley Cross, BL7 9JP 

Please see http://www.passionforbolton.org for more details. 

                                                                        Many thanks, from Barbara Ross 
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Tom Wright recently took up a new appointment as Research Professor of 

New Testament and Early Christianity at the University of St Andrews, having 

served previously as the Bishop of Durham. He is a regular broadcaster on 

radio and television. He is also the author of over forty books, including the 

other For Everyone guides to the New Testament, the best-selling Simply 

Christian, Surprised by Hope and Virtue Reborn.  

Real Easter Egg competition revealed 

Would you like to design an advert for The Real Easter Egg - the UK‘s first 

and only Easter egg to mention Jesus and the events of Holy Week on the box?  

Top prize is £1500. £1000 of this goes to the winner‘s church or school, and 

the remaining £500 is for the winner‘s private use. There will be five runner-up 

prizes of £200, and each winner will also receive six Real Easter Eggs. The 

winning entry will be professionally produced or released online.   

The aim of the advert must be to encourage people to buy The Real Easter Egg 

this Easter.   

David Marshall, from The Real Easter Egg team says: ―The advert might be a 

radio ad, a poster or a video for YouTube. Youth groups, Sunday schools and 

schools might enter or individuals or ad agencies. The winning ad has a chance 

of appearing on bus stops, the radio, or online. We would like to thank 

Ecclesiastical Insurance who has provided the prize money and support for this 

competition.‖ 

You can read more about the competition from www.realeasteregg.co.uk/

comp.  The competition closes 14th March.  Out of the 80 million chocolate 

Easter eggs are sold each year in the UK, the Real Easter Egg is the UK‘s first 

and only Fairtrade Easter egg to explain the Christian understanding of Easter 

on the pack.  
 

Unfortunately, our own monthly Real Easter Egg competition is not proving 

successful. Three eggs had been bought for prizes in February, March and 

April,. Last month, there was just one entry. Congratulations to February’s 

winners—Mr and Mrs.Pickering. 

You can’t win if you don’t enter! Although there is that humorous quotation: 
Anybody can win, unless there happens to be a second entry.  ~George Ade  

                    The Big Read  2011  

This is a Lent study on Matthew's Gospel delivered 

through a book, video and online. The book is Lent 

for Everyone by Rt Revd Tom Wright (referred to in 

the Lecturer's Letter). The Big Read is bringing 

thousands of Christians together to explore Scripture. 

For more information visit: http://bigbible.org.uk. 



 

Bolton Meditation Group Celebrates 5th Birthday Party. 

On Saturday 19th February 2011, over fifty people gathered at the Friends 

Meeting House in Bolton to join with members of the Bolton Christian 

Meditation Group to celebrate its founding just over five years ago.  Those 

present included some of our past members and people who having learned the 

basics at Bolton, went off to start their own group. It was good to see so many 

Church leaders amongst them.  

Lesley Easterman, a Bolton member and now Lancashire Regional Organiser. 

Spoke about WCCM (the World Community for Christian Meditation) retreats 

and other events taking place. She told us that what we were doing today was 

not new, as in pharaonic Egypt four thousand years ago local festivals were 

occasions for great rejoicing and also for meditation!  She then mentioned the 

booklet produced for the occasion ‗Centred in Stillness‘, a collection of 

various readings used by the group over the years, gathered together, and 

edited by one of our members. It is now available on the WCCM website 

under Group Resources  

Lesley then introduced Frank Evans, who as Master of Ceremonies outlined 

the programme. He welcomed the Rev Debbie Plummer, who, when she was 

associate vicar at Bolton Parish Church, encouraged Sheila to get the group 

underway. Debbie spoke about her early involvement in the group and 

reflected movingly on the value of meditative prayer. The Rev Matt 

Thompson, the present Vicar of Bolton, spoke in his dual capacity as vicar of 

the parish and as Chair of Bolton Churches Together. He welcomed those 

present. And said that when he came to Bolton in 2008 - he had been to hear 

Fr Lawrence Freeman on tour of the North West - and was so pleased to have 

a group of meditators who met in his ‗new parish‘. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

After the talk, we had Circle Dancing, led by Christine Colbert. This naturally 

flowed into meditation led by Joe O‘Neill. A delicious buffet lunch followed. 

People mingled together, shared various memories and thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves.            

                                                                                                                           SW 
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           Originally appeared in the Church Times. Reproduced with permission of CartoonChurch.com  

April Magazine 

The April magazine will be available from Sunday 3rd April. Copy should be 

submitted by Wednesday 30th March. Items for inclusion can be sent directly 

to the Editor:   judy@postlude.org  or:   

The Parish Office, St Peter‘s Parish Hall, Silverwell St., Bolton,                      

BL1 1PS    admin@boltonparishchurch.co.uk       
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  National No Smoking Day 

In the Republic of Ireland, Ash 

Wednesday is National No 

Smoking Day. The date was 

chosen because giving up 

smoking ties in with making a 

sacrifice for Lent. In the United 

Kingdom, No Smoking Day 

was held for the first time on 

Ash Wednesday 1984,  but is 

now fixed as the second 

Wednesday in March. 

Collect for The First Day of Lent 

commonly called 

Ash Wednesday 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast 

made, and dost forgive the sins of all them that are penitent: Create 

and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we worthily 

lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may 

obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

                                                   Amen. 
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Ash Wednesday is a moveable fast, occurring 46 days before Easter. It fell 

on 17 February in 2010, and in 2011 will fall on 9 March. In future years, 

Ash Wednesday will occur on the following dates: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The earliest date Ash Wednesday can occur is 4 February (in a common year 

with Easter on 22 March), which happened in 1573, 1668, 1761 and 1818 

and will next occur in 2285. The latest date is 10 March (when Easter Day 

falls on 25 April) which occurred in 1546, 1641, 1736, 1886 and 1943 and 

will next occur in 2038. Ash Wednesday has never occurred on Leap Year 

Day (29 February), and it will not occur as such until 2096. The only other 

years of the present millennium that will have Ash Wednesday on 29 

February are 2468, 2688, 2840, and 2992. (Ash Wednesday falls on 29 

February only if Easter is on 15 April in a leap year.) 

 2012 – 22 February 

 2013 – 13 February 

 2014 – 5 March 

 2015 –18  February 

 2016 – 10 February 

 2017 – 1 March 

 2018 – 14 February 

 2019 – 6 March 

 2020 – 26 February 

 2021 – 17 February 

 2022 – 2 March 

 2023 – 22 February 
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March brings us daffodils, the start of spring., the leek (St David) , shamrocks and the colour 

green (St Patrick). And, most important, this year it brings Ash Wednesday and the start of Lent. 

Daffodils 

Weather 

Cold 

Wet 

Leek 

David 

Wales 

Patrick 

Ireland 

Ash 

Wednesday 

Lent 

Forty 

Wilderness 

Prayer 

Fasting 

Spiritual 

Reflections 

Temptation 

Devil 

Glory 

Power 

Stones 

Angels 



 

                Flower News 

The flower-arranging team created a 

pedestal for the funeral of Nat 

Lofthouse. White lilies, carnations, 

chrysanthemums, blue iris and palm 

leaves were used. The arrangement was 

completed with a white and blue drape 

(picture February magazine). 

Donations January/February 

With thanks. 

Mrs J. Whillas 

Flower list 

The flower list for 2011 is now 

available at the back of church. 

Vote for the Ultimate Christian    

Library Book’ of 2011 

Five books have been shortlisted for the 

2011 ‗Ultimate Christian Library Book 

Award‘. They are: ‗Son of Hamas‘ by 

Mosab Hassan Yousef with Ron 

Brackin, (Authentic Media); Children of 

God‘ by Desmond Tutu (Collins);  ‗One 

Dad‘ by Brad Lincoln (BRF)‘;  ‗The 

Sixty Minute Family‘ by Rob Parsons 

(Lion) and ‗An Illustrated History of 

Gospel‘ (Lion). 

Voting is open to the public until 31st 

March 2011 online at 

www.christianbookawards.org. Five 

voters will be randomly selected to 

receive £100 worth of books for a 

library of their choice. The award 

winner will be announced at the 

Christian Awards evening at Christian 

Resources Exhibition at Sandown in 

May. 

Far from the world, O Lord, I flee, 

From strife and tumult far; 

From scenes where Satan wages still 

His most successful war. 

 

The calm retreat, the silent shade, 

With prayer and praise agree; 

And seem, by Thy sweet bounty made, 

For those who follow Thee. 

 

There if Thy Spirit touch the soul, 

And grace her mean abode, 

Oh, with what peace, and joy, and love, 

She communes with her God! 

 

There like the nightingale she pours 

Her solitary lays; 

Nor asks a witness of her song, 

Nor thirsts for human praise. 

 

Author and Guardian of my life, 

Sweet source of light Divine, 

And, -- all harmonious names in one, -- 

My Saviour! Thou art mine. 

 

What thanks I owe Thee, and what 

love, 

A boundless, endless store, 

Shall echo through the realms above, 

When time shall be no more.  

Forgotten Hymns 

The hymn below, one of William 

Cowper’s Olney Hymns, provides a 

fine example of a hymn written by a 

true poet. There will be an article 

about William Cowper in the April 

issue. 
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Conducted by Cherry Vann           
Leader: Emma Green  

 

Orchestral Concert 
Soloist:  Emma Cunliffe          

  

St Bartholomew’s  Church Westhoughton 
Saturday 12th March 2011 

7.30pm 
 

                         Rossini – La Cenerentola Overture 
   Weber – Concerto for Bassoon and Orchestra 

 Haydn – Symphony No 104 in D Major 
 

Tickets £7.00   accompanied under 16s FREE 
www.boltonchamberorchestra.co.uk 

On the afternoon of March 27th, the Social Committee will be hosting an 

Afternoon Tea and Slide Show.  

All are welcome to attend, and please feel welcome to bring along a 

selection of slides or any photographs that you would be  willing to show.  
 

After the slide show, there will be Choral Evensong, if you would like to 

stay for the service but have problems with transport please don't hesitate. 

to contact a member of the social committee, who will be glad to help. 

News from the Social Committee 
 

March 27th - Afternoon Tea and Slide Show 



 

(answer grid can be found on the 

back inside cover) 

                  Intermediate Sudoku 

Fill in the grid in such a way that every row, column and 3x3 

box contains the numbers 1-9 
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A man moved into a tiny hamlet. On the following day, he decided to visit the 

village pub, where he promptly ordered three beers. 

The barman looked a little surprised, but served the man three beers, which he 

drank quietly at a table, alone. An hour later, after the man had finished the three 

beers, he ordered three more. 

The next evening the man came in again and ordered three beers  several times. 

Soon the entire village was whispering about the Man Who Orders Three Beers. 

Eventually, the barman brought up the subject on behalf of the villagers. ―I don‘t 

mean to pry, but people around here are wondering why you always order three 

beers.‖ 

The man explained. ―You see, I have two brothers, and one went to America, and 

the other to Australia. We promised each other that we would always order an 

extra two beers whenever we drank as a way of keeping up the family bond.‖ 

The barman, and soon the entire village, was pleased with this answer, and the 

Man Who Orders Three Beers became a local celebrity, with outsiders also 

coming to the hamlet to watch him order and drink. 

Then, one day, the man came in and ordered only two beers. The bartender 

poured them with a heavy heart. This continued for the rest of the evening – each 

time he ordered just two beers. Word flew around the village and prayers were  

offered for the soul of one of the brothers. 

The next day, the barman said to the man, ―The villagers and I want to offer our 

condolences to you for the death of one of your brothers. We couldn‘t help but 

notice the two beers…‖ 

The man pondered for a moment, then replied, ―You‘ll be happy to hear that my 

two brothers are alive and well… It‘s just that I‘ve decided to give up drinking 

for Lent.‖ 

The mystery of the missing Communion bread 
A recession is a period when 

people do without the things their 

parents never had.  

A compromise is an agreement 

whereby both parties get what 

neither of them wanted.  

He who believes that the past cannot be 

changed has not yet written his 

memoirs.   

                                      Torvald Gahlin  



 

Quick Maze 
            Tired of junk mail?   

You can stop it by visiting 

www.StayPrivate.org.  So far more 

than 10,000 people have done so – 

and thus reduced the amount of 

unwanted junk mail that comes their 

way. 

Consumer Focus Labs, the online 

arm of watchdog Consumer Focus, 

launched the site to provide people 

with an easy way of registering with 

the Direct Marketing Association‘s 

various preference services for opting 

out of receiving junk mail and sales 

calls. 

Consumers can use the website to 

sign up simultaneously to the Mailing 

Preference Service and the 

Telephone Preference Service, so 

they do not receive unsolicited sales 

and marketing telephone calls. 

                                            The Big Toddle 

If you work with children under five,  then the Barnardo’s Big Toddle 

may be for you, whether you are a nursery, an early years group or a 

child-minder.  The Barnardo’s Big Toddle is the UK’s biggest 

fundraising event for under 5s. It is a short, sponsored walk which last 

year saw almost 500,000 Toddlers and more than 10,000 groups register. 

The Big Toddle 2011 has an optional animal dressing up theme, so go 

ahead and get creative with your costumes! 
 

All the money raised by the Big Toddle goes to local Barnardo’s projects 

for children under 5 throughout the UK.   What’s in it for you?   The 

nurseries and other early years groups that take part can keep 25% of 

the money they raise to help buy materials and books, or to perhaps 

subsidise a trip. 
 

The children’s charity works with vulnerable and disadvantaged 

children and their families.  You could say that the Big Toddle is all 

about children helping children.  For more details,  including how to 

register, visit www.bigtoddle.co.uk or call 0845 270 9900. 
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                             KVJ 400 Years On –Taking it too far? 

Although this is the year to raise a glass to the 400th birthday of the King James 

Bible and pay it much closer attention, some people are maybe taking it too far! 

Amazing Grace Baptist Church in Waynesville, North Carolina, has an annual 

book burning night every Halloween, where its members destroy copies of any 

Bible apart from the King James.  

                       Misprints and unfortunate turns of phrase 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and 

gracious hostility.  

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. Smile at 

someone who is hard to love. Say 'Hell' to someone who doesn't care much 

about you.  

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 

downstairs  

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new 

members and to the deterioration of some older ones.  

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.   

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious 

pleasure to the congregation.  

Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. 

Proceeds will be used to cripple children  

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the 

Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.  

The Church‘s Weight Watchers Group will meet at 7 p.m.. Please use the large 

double door at the side entrance.  

The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last 

Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours.   

Fairtrade Mardi Gras & Introduction to Big Read 2011 Lent Groups 

Tuesday 8 March 7.30 - 9.30 pm at the Friends’ Meeting House 

Special Shrove Tuesday evening to mark Fairtrade Fortnight and the 

beginning of the ecumenical Lent Groups. ‘Bring and share’ snacks 

(Fairtrade if possible) and readings, prayers or poems. 



 

    Barefoot Disciple: Walking the Way of Passionate Humility 

  The Archbishop of Canterbury's Lent Book 2011 

         By Stephen Cherry, Continuum, £9.99 
 

In this book, the author shows that, when genuine humility is energised by real 

passion, fresh and exciting light is shone on the challenge of following Jesus Christ 

today, and humility is rediscovered as a healthy, life-giving and community-building 

virtue.  

Stories and concrete examples as well as allusions to fiction, poetry and art engage 

the reader's imagination. The emphasis on learning from challenging experiences and 

on very practical application makes this a 'theology travel book', for Lent and well 

beyond. 

Stephen Cherry is Director of Ministerial Development and Parish Support for 

Durham diocese, a Residentiary Canon of Durham Cathedral and a former Chaplain 

of King's College, Cambridge.  He is an experienced parish priest and a member of 

all the national Anglican adult learning and professional development networks . 

                                               Books that speak volumes 

A copy of an award-winning book is being sent to every UK public library in the 

UK this month March to celebrate 30 years of the library scheme called ‗Speaking 

Volumes‘. This means that over 4,000 copies will potentially be available for the 

general public to read, and represents a major opportunity to share God‘s love 

through Christian literature. 

The book chosen for this ambitious project is ‗One Step Beyond‘ by Gram Seed 

(ISBN 9781853454622) which won the title ‗Ultimate Christian Library Book‘ in 

2010, awarded by Speaking Volumes, an initiative of the Christian Book Promotion 

Trust. 

46-year-old Gram [originally Graham] Seed decided to write his life story after a 

near-death experience led him to set up a Christian charity and turn his back on a 

life of crime and drink. His book won the award after a public vote.  

In August 1996 Gram  was rushed to hospital after falling into an alcohol and drugs

-induced coma. For six days he was unconscious and doctors asked his mother for 

permission to turn off the life-support machine. But after waking from his coma and 

spending two months recovering in hospital, Gram started going to church where he 

met his wife Natasha.  ―I realised God had a plan for me to do something, and that 

was to help people.‖ So Gram set up a charity to bring the Christian message to 

prisoners and ex-offenders. For the past ten years, he has offered chaplaincy 

services to 12 to 17-year-olds at a secure training centre in Consett, Co. Durham. 

Speaking Volumes is a charity that sells books to churches at half of the retail cost. 

However, they expect the books to be given away to public libraries and schools in 

the community. For more information look on-line at the address below, or request 

a catalogue by post from PO Box 1020, Whittlesford, Cambs, CB22 4WX (Tel. 

01223 832671). The web address is www.speakingvolumes.org.uk 
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 We support Vision Aid, the Bolton charity for Blind and Partially Sighted Children 

For information, or to make a donation, please contact Vision Aid at 

P.O. Box 2211, Bolton BL6 9FW. Tel: 01942 790865 

Email: visionaiduk@aol.com 



 

The Meditation Group is looking forward to its annual Retreat in March at 

the Briery Retreat & Conference Centre in Ilkley. Its title is MIND BODY 

& SPIRIT (2).  

The weekend will commence with meditation at 5.15pm before the 

evening meal on Friday and will finish after lunch on Sunday. 

 

In addition to the sessions, Saturday afternoon will be free for relaxation in 

the house and gardens or visits in the locality. On Sunday there will be a 

simple Eucharist. Directions to ‗The Briery‘ and programmes for the 

weekend will be available  nearer the date. 

 Anyone interested in coming on retreat with us, should contact Lesley 

Easterman. 

                                      FROM THE ORGAN CONSOLE 

One of the great pleasures of the New Year is the task of arranging the organ 

recitals and lunchtime concerts for the coming season, and I have the greatest 

confidence in the impressive line-up I have managed to assemble for 2011. 

Wednesday evenings proved (as in the past, I believe) not to be a popular time for 

recitals, so our major organ concerts this year are on Saturday mornings, preceded 

by tea and coffee. Nigel Spooner, our first recitalist, is a tremendously talented 

player (and he makes it all seem so easy!) whom some of you may have already 

heard in one of the lunchtime concerts last year. Charles Edmondson (no, the 

name is not a coincidence - he is indeed related to the Bishop of Bolton!) is a well

-known recitalist in the North-West, and will be presenting a varied programme of 

English and American organ music, as well as Guilmant‘s Third Sonata. Do make 

a note of these two Saturday morning concerts. Later in the year, the international 

recitalist Michael Austin will be giving two concerts, culminating in Bach‘s ―Art 

of Fugue‖. Again, definitely a date for the diary! 

Yet again, we have a varied and attractive programme of lunchtime recitals at the 

usual time of 1.15 p.m. on Tuesdays (lasting until about 1.50 p.m.). I hardly like 

to single out any of the concerts, but I am particularly looking forward to July 

19th, when Vivien Chasey (wife of Robert Chasey, the conductor of the Bolton 

Symphony Orchestra, as well as a fine soloist in her own right) will be performing 

César Franck‘s wonderful Violin Sonata in its entirety. 

Details of all these concerts can be found in this magazine, and there are leaflets 

available at the West End of the church for you to take home and browse at your 

leisure 

                  MICHAEL PAIN. 
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Tuesdays from 1.15 pm to 1.50 pm 

Admission free – Tea and coffee served 
 

May 3rd   ELIZABETH MARTLAND  – Piano 

May 10th   BOLTON SCHOOL JOINT CHAMBER CHOIR 

May 17th  HELEN ANNE GREGORY – Mezzo-soprano  

May 24th  ADRIAN VAN DER SCHANS (Haslingden Parish Church) – Organ 

May 31st  PAUL GREENHALGH – Piano 

June 7th  STEPHEN MARTLAND (St. Thomas & St. John, Radcliffe) – Organ 

June 14th  PETER MORRISON (St. Mary, Chorley) – Organ 

June 21st  STUDENTS FROM THE JUNIOR ROYAL NORTHERN COLLEGE OF MUSIC 

June 28th  “CHAMPAIN” – Sacred and secular trios 

July 5th   ALISTAIR MACKENZIE  

                                (Director of Music, Bolton School Girls’ Division) – Organ 

July 12th   GARY HULME (St. Mary, Prestwich) – Organ 

July 19th   VIVIEN CHASEY (violin) and RUPERT JONES (piano)  

                               (including Violin Sonata – César Franck) 

July 26th   MICHAEL PAIN (Bolton Parish Church) – Organ 

Lunchtime Concerts  – 2011 Season 

 



 

From the Parish Records   
 

Baptisms 
 

6 February  

Lily-Mae Olivia Nugent  

9 February  

Jay Donald Pero 

Meadow Pero 

Landon Jay Pero 

Sydney Cathy Bibb 

Dharma May Bibb 

20 February  

Owen John Tatman 

Olivia Elizabeth Taylor 

Ashley Michael Killas-Atherton 
 

Funerals 
 

18 February  

Nellie Fenemore 

To advertise in this publication, contact  

judy@postlude.org  

or call the Parish Office  on 01204 522226  

                     Night 

          by James Montgomery 

 

Night is the time for rest; 

 How sweet, when labours close, 

 To gather round an aching breast 

The curtain of repose, 

 Stretch the tired limbs, and lay the 

head 

Down on our own delightful bed! 

 

Night is the time for dreams; 

 The gay romance of life, 

 When truth that is, and truth that 

seems, 

 Blend in fantastic strife; 

 Ah! visions, less beguiling far 

Than waking dreams by daylight are! 

  

Night is the time for toil; 

 To plough the classic field, 

 Intent to find the buried spoil 

Its wealthy furrows yield; 

 Till all is ours that sages taught, 

 That poets sang, or heroes wrought. 

  

Night is the time to weep; 

 To wet with unseen tears 

Those graves of Memory, where sleep 

The joys of other years; 

 Hopes, that were Angels at their 

birth, 

 But perished young, like things of 

earth. 

  

Night is the time to watch; 

 O'er ocean's dark expanse, 

 To hail the Pleiades, or catch 

The full moon's earliest glance, 

 That brings into the homesick mind 

All we have loved and left behind. 

              Back at church  

It seems a personal invitation to go 

to church is a powerful thing!   

Latest figures reveal that more than 

150,000 people have come back to 

church since the very first Back to 

Church Sunday in 2004. 

http://www.churchofengland.org/media-centre/news/2010/12/pr11610.aspx
http://www.churchofengland.org/media-centre/news/2010/12/pr11610.aspx
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                  April Music 

Sun 6th     O Nata Lux – Tallis  

Wed 9th   Ash Wednesday  

   Missa de Angelis 

   Wash Me Throughly – S. S. Wesley   

Sun 13th   O Lord, Increase our Faith – Loosemore   

Sunday 20th   God So Loved the World – Stainer 

Sunday 27th   O Saviour of the World – Goss  

Choral Evensong: 

     Psalm:  40   

     Responses: Tomkins 

     Canticles: The Short Service – Gibbons 

     Anthem:  Nolo Mortem Peccatoris – Morley 

Night is the time to think; 

 When, from the eye, the soul 

Takes flight; and, on the utmost brink, 

 Of yonder starry pole  

Descries beyond the abyss of night 

The dawn of uncreated light. 

  

Night is the time to pray; 

 Our Saviour oft withdrew 

To desert mountains far away; 

 So will his followers do, - 

Steal from the throng to haunts untrod, 

 And hold communion there with God. 

  

Night is the time for Death; 

 When all around is peace, 

 Calmly to yield the weary breath, 

 From sin and suffering cease, 

 Think of heaven's bliss, and give the 

sign 

To parting friends; - such death be 

mine!  



 

Bring and Share Lunch – 27th February 

Food, followed by games 

for young……... 

Games 

This looks 

more serious! 

…...and old 

alike. 

Photos T. Whillas  
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Sorted! 

Sorted is the UK‘s only Christian magazine for 

men. Its editor Steve Legg describes it as 

 a unique Christian magazine which reaches a 

huge amount of different people. ―Hundreds of 

copies are sent free of charge into prisons and 

it‘s a thrill to donate over 1,000 copies each time 

to the brave men serving in HM Armed Forces,‖ 

he says. ―We‘re told each magazine is read by up 

to 50 men and the feedback we receive is 

amazing. It is reaching soldiers, sailors and 

airmen with the Christian message for the first 

time as well as encouraging Christians in the 

forces.‖ 

 

Before Christmas, Sorted received a card from a Christian serving on HMS 

Edinburgh who wrote: ―I recently joined a new ship and it was such a comfort 

to know that Sorted would be on board for me to read on my arrival. It is a real 

blessing to have free copies of your magazine in every living space on every 

warship in the Royal Navy, and non-Christians also read it as it looks like an 

‗ordinary‘ magazine.‖ 

A British teacher in Azerbaijan who had bought a copy at his local 

tobacconists e-mailed Sorted to say he was even using it to teach his students 

English.  

Steve says: ―I know we don‘t supply magazines to shops out there, so I can 

only imagine someone picking up a copy at Heathrow airport, reading it and 

then selling it in his shop when he got home.‖ 

Churches can buy quantities in bulk to give away, and thousands of copies are 

available in 1,500 high street newsagents across the UK where Sorted is 

displayed between the popular secular lads mags Nuts and Loaded. 

Steve says he has been overwhelmed by the opportunities to reach more 

people through Sorted. ―This year we took the exciting step of having free 

copies available at 20 Tube and British Rail stations, as well as 80 universities 

and key corporate locations in the city of London. We also supply freebies to 

passengers and staff at Gatwick, Heathrow, Birmingham and Stansted 

Airports. We‘re now upping the print run to 30,000 an issue and are aiming for 

50,000 within the next few months. The more we print, the more we can 

reach!‖ 
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                               Can You Sleep When the Wind Blows? 
 

A young man applied for a job as a farm hand. When the farmer asked for his 

qualifications, he said, ―I can sleep when the wind blows.‖ This puzzled the farmer. 

But he liked the young man, and hired him. A few days later, the farmer and his 

wife were awakened in the night by a violent storm. They quickly began to check 

things out to see if all was secure. They found that the shutters of the farmhouse had 

been securely fastened. A good supply of logs had been set next to the fireplace. 

The young man slept soundly. The farmer and his wife then inspected their 

property. They found that the farm tools had been placed in the storage shed, safe 

from the elements. The tractor had been moved into the garage. The barn was 

properly locked. Even the animals were calm. All was well.  

The farmer then understood the meaning of the young man's words, ―I can sleep 

when the wind blows.‖ Because the farmhand did his work loyally and faithfully 

when the skies were clear, he was prepared for the storm when it broke. So when 

the wind blew, he was not afraid. He was able to  sleep in peace. 

-Author Unknown 
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B O L T O N   P A R I S H    C H U R C H 

ORGAN CONCERTS 2011 
 

SATURDAY 7TH MAY at 11 a.m. 

NIGEL SPOONER (Longridge Parish Church) 
Including: Prelude and Fugue in B major – Marcel Dupré, Variations on an 

Original Theme – Flor Peeters Fantasia and Fugue on B.A.C.H. — Franz Liszt 

Admission by programme £5 (concessions £3) 
 

SATURDAY 4TH JUNE at 11 a.m. 

CHARLES EDMONDSON (Kendal) 
Including: Sonata No. 3 – Alexandre Guilmant 

Admission by programme £5 (concessions £3) 

 

SATURDAY 17th SEPTEMBER at 11 a.m. 

MICHAEL AUSTIN (Aalborg, Denmark) 
Prelude and Fugue in C minor – Felix Mendelssohn Toccata, Chorale and Fugue – 

Francis Jackson  

 Seven Pastels of Lake Constance – Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

Admission by programme £7 (concessions £4) 

 

SATURDAY 24th SEPTEMBER at 11 a.m. 

MICHAEL AUSTIN (Aalborg, Denmark) 
The Art of Fugue – J. S. Bach 

Admission by programme £7 (concessions £4) 
 

Tea and Coffee will be served before each concert, from 10:30 a.m. 

Intermediate Sudoku Solution 

The first London Marathon was held 

30 years ago – on 29th March 1981. 

The Dunblane Massacre took place on 

13th March 1996.– 15 years ago. 



 

Canon Slade School, Bradshaw Brow BL2 3BP 
Headteacher:  Mr. Phil Williamson 

Tel:  01204  333343  

Bishop Bridgeman Primary School, Rupert Street BL3 6PY 
Headteacher: Miss. Jill Bingham 

Tel:  01204  333466  

Bolton Parish Church Primary School, Kestor Street BL2 2AN 
Headteacher:   Mrs. Jackie Bunyan 

Tel:  01204  333433  

       BOLTON  PARISH  CHURCH CONTACTS 

Parish Church Schools 

Parish Staff 
  

  Telephone  

Vicar: 
  

Revd Matt Thompson 

vicar@boltonparishchurch.co.uk 

 522226 

Lecturer: 
  

Revd Judie Horrocks 
lecturer@boltonparishchurch.co.uk 

 522226 

Associate Priest: 
  

Revd Prof. Kenneth Newport  
  

Assistant Curate: 
  

Revd Barrie Gaskell 
  

  

Church Wardens: 
  

Mr David Morlidge 
Miss Evelyn F Weston 
  

  

Deputy Wardens: 
  

  

Mr Graham C Burrows      Mr Ken G Jones 

Dr Michael Collier             Mr Andrew Mitchell          

Mr John Doyle                    Mr John Walsh                

Mr Alan Forrester               Mr Trevor J Whillas 

  

PCC Secretary: 
  

Mr Graham C Burrows   

Treasurer: 
  

Mr Andrew J Mitchell 
  

  

Director of Music: 
  

Mr Michael Pain  
  

  

Parish  

Administrator: 

  522226 
 


