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These words come from the song óYou raise me upô, popularised by the Irish 

óboy bandô Westlife but covered by over one hundred recording artists 

worldwide. The lyrics were actually written by Irish novelist and songwriter 

Brendan Graham, and set to music composed by Rolf Lovland of the Irish-

Norwegian duo Secret Garden. 

The beautiful lyrics are accompanied by a haunting melody that stirs the 

emotions. Why do I mention it here? Because it is a song that we often used at 

our monthly Remembrance Services at the St. Annôs Hospice, and the annual 

óseason of remembranceô is upon us. For, on 1 November, we celebrate All 

Saints Day and then, on 2 November, All Souls Day.   

We celebrate All Saints Day because as Christians we believe that there is a 

prayerful spiritual connection between those who have died in the faith of 

Christ ï the saints both named and unnamed ï and those who are the faithful 

living followers of Christ, like ourselves. They are the óchurch triumphantô, 

those who are already in the nearer presence of God, and we are the óchurch 

militantô, those whose journey of faith is not yet complete.  

And on All Souls Day, we remember in our prayers all who have died but 

particularly our own relatives and friends. And for all the saints, and for all 

those known to us who have died, we give thanks to God for their witness 

which continues to shape our lives. For even when we remember those with 

whom we have had difficult relationships, their influence is still part of what 

has helped to make us who we are today.  

Dear Friends, 

óWhen I am down and, oh my soul, so weary; 

When troubles come and my heart burdened be; 

Then, I am still and wait here in the silence, 

Until you come and sit awhile with me. 

 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains; 

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas; 

I am strong, when I am on your shoulders; 

You raise me up to more than I can be.ô 

And then, fresh from our celebration of All Saints and All Souls, we 

come to our civic and national festival of Remembrance Sunday, when 

we remember all those who have given their lives in the service of our 

nation and for the cause of freedom. Together, all the faithful who have 

gone before us down the centuries, those whom we have loved and lost, 

and those who have given their lives for us are truly those on whose 

shoulders we stand. 

But beyond that, the words of the second verse of óYou raise me upô 

point us to the fact that we stand ultimately not on humanityôs shoulders 

but on the shoulders of God in Christ. It is he on whom we can build 

meaningful lives and in whom we can find true fulfilment: 

óThere is no life - no life without its hunger; 

Each restless heart beats so imperfectly; 

But when you come and I am filled with wonder, 

Sometimes, I think I glimpse eternity.ô 
 

With my love and prayers, 

Judie Horrocks 

 December Magazine 

Copy for the December magazine 

should be submitted by Wednesday 

24th November. Items for inclusion 

can be sent directly to the editor 

judy@postlude.org 

or  to 

The Parish Office 

St Peterôs Parish Hall 

Silverwell St 

Bolton, BL1 1PS 

admin@boltonparishchurch.co.uk 

tel. 01204 522226  

News from the Social Committee 

The next social event is the Quiz, which 

is taking place on 20 November with 

doors opening at 7 p.m. for a 7.30 p.m. 

start. There will also be a pasty and pea 

supper. Tickets are £2.50 and are 

available from members of the social 

committee. If you would like to come 

along to any social committee occasion 

but have problems with transport, 

please don't hesitate to let us know as 

we'd only be too happy to help! The 

Christmas Party is on 11 December; 

further details will follow, but please 

keep this date free in your diaries!  



   Church Services 

 Sundays  08.00   Holy Communion 

                10.30   Parish Communion 

     18.30   Evening Prayer 

 Tuesdays  12.30    Holy Communion 

 Wednesdays  12.30     Healing & Wellness 

 Thursdays  12.00 noon   Holy Communion 

 

Other Holy Days ï Holy Communion as announced. 

Other services in November: 

Thursday 11 November 19.30 Bolton Deanery Confirmation Service 

Sunday 28 November    18.30 Advent Carol Service 
 

On Tuesday 2 November, during the celebration of Holy Communion at 12.30, 

the names of those you have loved and lost will be read out. There is a list at 

the back of Church. Please add any names you wish to be included.  

 

For Baptisms and Weddings please contact the Parish Administrator on 01204 

522226. For Funerals please contact the Vicar on 01204 522226. 
 

Church is open from Tuesday to Saturday between 10.00 a.m. and 2.00 p.m. for 

private prayer and visitors 
 

                                      Church Schools 

Bolton Parish Church Primary School 

Kestor Street BL2 2AN 

Headteacher:   Mrs. Jackie Bunyan 

Tel:  01204  333433  

Bishop Bridgeman Primary School 

Rupert Street BL3 6PY 

Headteacher: Miss. Jill Bingham 

Tel:  01204  333466  

Canon Slade School 

Bradshaw Brow BL2 3BP 

Headteacher: Mr. Phil Williamson 

Tel:  01204  333343  

                      From the Organ Console 

 November Music 

Sun 7th   Turn back, O Man ï Holst 

Sun 14th Greater Love ï Ireland 

Sun 21st  Exsultate Justi in Domino ï Viadana 

As the choirôs busiest time of year begins to 

approach, I would like to pay tribute to their 

commitment and expertise shown throughout the 

year. Each Sunday they give of their very best, and 

the standard reached is undoubtedly very high indeed.  

It was wonderful to have a considerable number from the congregation 

joining us when we sang choral evensong in Carlisle Cathedral in July, and 

several people remarked on how they enjoyed hearing the choir sing a 

completely choral service ï this does, of course, happen on the fourth Sunday 

of each month here at the Parish church, when full Choral Evensong is sung; 

you donôt have to  travel up the country to hear it! In November and 

December, evensong will be replaced by carol services, of course, but I like 

to remember, as do all the choristers, that a choir, like a dog, ñis for life, not 

just for Christmasò!. 



             Bonfire night 

Instead of mulled wine on Bonfire 

night, try Scandinavian Glögg ï a 

drink made of red or white wine or 

fruit juice, heated up with sugar and 

spices and served hot with raisins 

and almonds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-alcoholic Glögg  
 

Peel a few thin strips of orange peel. 

Pour the juice (s) into a saucepan. Add 

the spices and orange peel. Bring the 

mixture just to the boil and turn off the 

heat. Allow the spices to steep in the 

hot juice. Reheat before serving, if 

necessary. Drop some almonds and 

raisins in a serving mug or a tea-glass 

with a spoon in it and strain the hot 

glögg over. Serve immediately. 

 1 bottle of red wine 

½ litre of brandy or vodka 

10 cardamom pods (broken open) 

1 cinnamon stick 

Peel of half an orange 

3 dried figs  

5-15 cloves 

Small piece of fresh ginger 

200g sugar (brown or lump) or to taste 

750 ml red grape or blackcurrant juice 

(or half of each) 

small cinnamon stick 

4-6 cloves 

5 cardamom pods (broken open) 

Small piece of fresh ginger  

a few thin strips of fresh orange peel  

for serving: 8-10 almonds, 8-10 raisins  

Heat the wine and brandy, spices, 

fruit, and nuts in a pan or slow 

cooker.  Donôt boil the mixture; 

allow it to simmer for about 45 

minutes. Then, strain through to 

remove all additions. Serve the 

Glögg hot over sugar lumps or 

brown sugar. Can also be served 

with raisons and almonds.  

Spicy sweet potato wedges with 

tzatziki  
Serves 4 

3 large sweet potatoes, scrubbed  

3 tbsp olive oil 

3tbsp fajita seasoning mix  

For the tzatziki: 

½ large cucumber 

200 ml reduced-fat Greek yoghurt 

1. Preheat oven to 220°C/450°F/gas 

mark 8. Slice each sweet potato in half 

lengthways. Then cut each half into 

three to make fat wedges.  

2. Mix the oil and fajita seasoning in a 

small bowl. Brush the mixture over the 

wedges.  

3. Put the wedges in a non-stick 

roasting tin and bake for 15-20 

minutes or until crisp and browned. 

4. To make the tzatziki, slice the 

cucumber in half lengthways and 

remove the seeds using a teaspoon. 

Dice the remaining cucumber and mix 

with the yoghurt. Cover and set aside 

until needed.  
 

        Bonfires and Displays 

H e a t o n  P a r k,  M a n c h e s t e r 

Friday 5 November 2010 
 

This event is by far the largest and 

most spectacular firework display in 

Manchester. Fireworks start at 7.30 

p.m, bonfire 8 p.m, funfair from 5.00 

p.m. to 9.30 p.m . 

There are numerous displays in Bolton 

and the surrounding area. There isnôt 

space to mention them all, but here are 

a few. 

Bolton Council is hosting a large 

display at Leverhulme Park on 

Thursday 4 November 2010. A 

funfair will open at 5 p.m. and a 

firework display set to music will 

take place from 8 p.m.  

The Red Lion Pub, Four Lane Ends 

will be holding a firework display 

and family funfair on 6 November.  

Hollywood Road Sports and Social 

Club Firework Display, 6 November 

2010. 

 

If a bonfire has been in the same 

spot for days, there is a danger that 

hedgehogs may have chosen it as a 

good place in which to hibernate. 

Smaller animals such as frogs and 

toads may also have hopped or 

crawled in. Itôs a good idea to get a 

group of volunteers to move all the 

wood a few metres away. It wouldn't 

take long and would give the 

animals a chance to escape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Think about dogs and cats too. 

Keeping pets indoors is essential and 

if you leave the television on, that 

can help muffle the bangs. A 

Feliway diffuser or spray (obtainable 

form all vets and pet stores) can 

reduce stress in cats. The equivalent 

product for dogs is called DAP. 



Dear Friends, 

Some important Passion Dates: 

Being Jesus Workshops for 11-18 years  

Saturday 13th November 2010 11.00 a.m. - 12.30 a.m. and 2.00 - 3.30 p.m. 

James Burke-Dunsmore, who directs Passion Plays and has played Jesus regularly, 

will be holding drama workshops.  This will be an excellent and exciting event 

which will give a greater understanding of Jesus, the Man, and will be great FUN! 

Contact Passion for Bolton 2011, c/o BCCC, Second Floor, The Hub, Bold Street, 

Bolton., BL11LS Tel:  01204 546139, for inclusion on the waiting list, as numbers 

are limited.  Leave a message with your name, address and phone number if no 

reply. 

Youth Gospel Choir 

The choir is for young people aged between 13 and 21. Although rehearsals have 

started, it is not too late if you have a young person who can sing and would like to 

join in.  Rehearsals are between 7.30 and 9.00 p.m. at Victoria Hall every other 

Thursday. 

Casting 18+ 

A choice of two days.  This is for all of you who have ever wanted to tread the 

boards ï come and audition for a role in this spectacular production. 

Monday 15th November 7 - 9 p.m. Victoria Hall - use the side entrance 

Saturday 20th November 10.30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at YMCA, opposite post office on 

Deansgate, Bolton. 

 

Prayer Dates 

Thursday 11th November 7 p.m., Egerton URC, Blackburn Road, Egerton, BL7 9TH 

Wednesday 8th December, St Lukeôs, Chorley Old Rd  BL1 3BE  

Wednesday 6th January 2011 7 p.m., St. Bedeôs, Normandy Street, Morris Green, 

BL3 3QR 

February 2011, St Andrewôs Methodist, Tonge Moor Rd Tonge Moor BL2 3BG  

Wednesday 16th March, St Johnôs, The Crescent, Bromley Cross BL1 9JP  

 

God bless and thanks, 

Caroline Wyke  

 

Development consultant for Bolton Christian Community Cohesion  

Project Manager for " A Passion for Bolton 2011" 

Mobile 07837202788  

Office 01204 546138/9 

From the Parish Records   
 

Renewal of Marriage Vows 

 

2 October  

John and Elizabeth McKenna 

 

Baptisms 

 

17 October  

Amy-Louise Katie Harrison 

Samuel Lucas Eddleston 

 

24 October  

Kai Alexander Tubby 

Jay Allen Tubby 

The first Easter Egg with a Christian 

message on its box 

 

Millions of chocolate Easter eggs are sold 

each year in the UK, but not one of them 

mentions the Christian meaning of Easter 

on the box. 

 

The Real Easter Egg, which is made by 

Manchester-based The Meaningful 

Chocolate Company,  not only has a 

Christian message, but also helps 

charitable projects. The eggs will be 

available at some, but not all, 

supermarkets next year. Churches and 

schools are now being asked to prove that 

demand exists by ordering these Easter 

eggs early.  

 

The Company can deal with orders from 

churches, schools and individuals. Ideally 

they would want the first batch of church 

orders with them by 1 December 2010, 

and final church orders by 31 January 

2011.  

The Easter eggs will cost £3.99, and 30 

pence from each egg will be donated to 

Traidcraft Exchange, with a further 10% 

from profits going  to Baby Lifeline. 

More information about stockists  will be 

released in January. 

 
The Real Easter Egg gives consumers their 

first ever chance to buy an Easter Egg that 

not only tastes good but does good, bringing 
to light the Easter themes of hope and new 

life. I believe there will be widespread 
support for the product from the faith 

community and wider afield with many 

millions likely to be interested. The Real 

Easter Egg is a chance to educate and do 

good - giving money to charitable projects. 
Archbishop of York, Dr John Sentamu 



A Touching Place  

It had been a long time:  

bleeding, washing, wearied,  

travelling to appointments, raising fees  

now poverty-stricken, but still bleeding,  

still isolated, still unclean ï  

it had been a long time.  

 

A rumour of hope:  

faith defying laws of uncleanness  

pushed her through the crowds  

pushed her through exhaustion  

a touch ï Relief  

a voice ï Freedom.  

                                  Joy Pope 

 

Based on Mark 5 vv 25 ï 44  

óExploring the ministry of healingô  

Workshop, BPC , July 2010 

Christian radio programme 

TWR-UK has launched a new look TWR 

Today programme, broadcasting news 

and views live from its Manchester 

studios.  TWR Today broadcasts live at 

noon on weekdays with all the latest 

regional, national and international 

events.  The news is presented with 

comment from Christian leaders, giving 

a Christian viewpoint on the issues 

which are shaping the world in which we 

live.   

TWR Today broadcasts live at noon on 

weekdays on satellite channel 0138, 

Freesat 790, online at www.twr.org.uk 

and on DAB digital radio throughout the 

North West of England.  TWR Today can 

be listened to On Demand at 

www.twr.org.uk. 

 

Bolton Lives! 

Thank you to Judy Pain for her 

detailed information in the October 

Parish News about the new local 

history gallery which has just opened 

very recently in Bolton Museum. It is 

named Bolton Lives. 

I have already paid a short visit to the 

new gallery, and will most certainly 

return in the near future. It was 

exciting to see the Heaton family 

stained glass window, a striking 

feature, which virtually greets you on 

entering the exhibition. Right next to 

this well-lit window, I was delighted 

to see a sizeable painting of the large 

cotton mill complex at Lostock 

Junction, Wm. Heaton & Sons. You 

may remember previous articles, 

written about my few years with the 

company, when the recession was in 

its early stages. 

Of course, there are within the 

exhibition other aspects of Bolton life 

and work and social conditions ï 

including a new bust of Fred Dibnah. 

If you are able to spare the time, this 

permanent exhibition is well worth 

seeing. 

                                 Freda Rothwell  

According to Bolton Council, 

visitors flocked to see the 

new gallery for the first time 

on Saturday 23 October  and 

the gallery is proving very 

popular. 

Church schools get chance to shine 

at launch of national awards    

 

Church schools across the country are 

being invited to showcase examples 

of how they help foster strong 

community relations, with the 

upcoming launch of the Church 

School Awards for inspiring citizens 

and transforming communities. 

 

Regional prizes will be awarded at 

both primary and secondary level, 

with overall national winners for both 

levels drawn from these regional 

winners.  The awards will be 

presented at a special ceremony at 

Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, 

on 24 March 2011. They are designed 

to share examples of how Christian 

schools are often leading the way in 

developing activities that reach out 

beyond school gates to foster good 

community relations.  

 

Research on Ofsted data showed that 

secondary schools with a religious 

foundation contribute 'significantly 

and substantially' more to the 

promotion of community cohesion 

than other types of school.  Details at: 

www.churchschoolawards.com 

   Flowers 

Thank you for  

donations received: 

August:      A. & B. Pearson 

September: Contributions for           

       Harvest flowers 

October:     F. Rothwell 

                   J. Ryner 

                   J. Heys 

                   G. & K. Chapman 

Kath joined the ranks of the retired 

in July. Joan is determined this new-

found leisure should be filled with 

meaningful activity and has handed 

over responsibility for the flower 

arranging account to her. 

Thank you to congregation and 

clergy for their kind and supportive 

comments with regard to our 

displays. 

Alison, Jane, Joan and Kath 

(Members of the Church Flower 

Arrangers Association.) 

Objectives and aims: To promote 

and encourage interest and 

participation in flower arranging 

and displays for the ornamentation 

of any religious meeting or church 

services in furthering the worship of 

Almighty God, and generally to 

protect, preserve and cultivate flora 

in any manner which now is, or 

hereafter be deemed by law to be, 

charitable for the purposes of such 

arranging and displays. 

We would like to re-institute the 

Brass Cleaning Rota. Will all past 

members and anyone else who would 

like to help with this important task 

please contact David Morlidge or 

Evelyn Weston. The group would 

meet at a time suitable to themselves, 

but Friday mornings may be best, 

when the óFlower Ladiesô also meet. 



In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

John McCrae (submitted by F. Rothwell) 

 

John McCrae, was serving as a Major 

and military doctor, and was second in 

command of the 1st Brigade Canadian 

Field Artillery. The field guns of his 

brigadeôs batteries were in position on 

the west bank of the Ypres-Yser canal, 

about two kilometres to the north of 

Ypres. The brigade had arrived there in 

the early hours of 23 April. On the 

morning of Sunday 2nd May, his friend 

Lieutenant Alexis Helmer left his dugout 

and was killed instantly  by a direct hit 

from an 8-inch shell. What body parts 

could be found were later gathered into 

sandbags and laid in an army blanket for 

burial that evening. Lieutenant Helmer 

was buried on the same day. In the 

absence of the chaplain, Major John 

McCrae conducted a simple service at 

the graveside, reciting from memory 

some passages from the Order for Burial 

of the Dead. A wooden cross marked the  

 

burial place, but the grave has since 

been lost. Lieutenant Alexis Helmer is 

now commemorated on Panel 10 of the 

Menin Gate Memorial to the Missing in 

Ypres.  

Lieutenant Colonel Morrison wrote 

about the small burial ground where 

Alexis Helmer was originally buried: 

ñA couple of hundred yards away, there 

was the headquarters of an infantry 

regiment and on numerous occasions 

during the sixteen day battle, we saw 

how they crept out to bury their dead 

during lulls in the fighting. So the rows 

of crosses increased day after day, until 

in no time at all it had become quite a 

sizeable cemetery. Just as John 

described it, it was not uncommon early 

in the morning to hear the larks singing 

in the brief silences between the bursts 

of the shells and the returning salvos of 

our own nearby guns.ò  

John McCrae is thought to have begun 

the draft for the poem on the evening of 

2 May 1915 in the second week of 

fighting during the Second Battle of 

Ypres. The details of when the first draft 

was written may never be known 

because there are various accounts by 

those who were with McCrae at that 

time. One account says he was writing 

the poem sitting on the step of an 

ambulance the next day while looking at 

Helmer's grave and the vivid red 

poppies that were springing up among 

the graves in the burial ground. Another 

says McCrae was so upset after 

Helmer's burial that he wrote the poem 

in twenty minutes in an attempt to 

compose himself. McCrae sent the 

poem to 'Punch' magazine and it was 

published in the 8 December 1915 

issue. 

Last Post, Reveille and Rouse 
The Last Post and Rouse will be heard 

at our Remembrance service on 14 

November. There is often some 

confusion about the different calls used 

at services and commemorative events.. 

 

The custom of controlling soldiers by 

means of a bugle call dates back to 

Roman times when horns were used.  

In the days when British troops served 

in the Lowlands, it was the custom for a 

drummer to march through the streets 

beating his drum to warn the troops to 

leave the taverns and return to their 

billets. There were two posts - the First 

Post symbolised the first inn, while the 

Last Post symbolised the inspection of 

the last inn in the town.  

When bugle calls were officially 

introduced into the British system, a 

special call was written for the waking 

of troops.  This was known as Reveille, 

meaning "to wake" again, from the old 

French.  

The Reveille was a bright, cheerful call 

to rouse soldiers from their sleep, ready 

for duty. It symbolises an awakening in 

a better world for the dead, and also 

rouses the living back to duty, now their 

respects have been paid to the memory 

of their comrades.  

The Rouse (often mistakenly referred to 

as Reveille) is a shorter bugle call 

which was also used to call soldiers to 

their duties; being short, the Rouse is 

the call most commonly used in 

conjunction with the Last Post at 

remembrance services. The exception is 

the Dawn Service, when the Reveille is 

played.  

On January 28, 1918, while still 

commanding No 3 Canadian General 

Hospital at Boulogne, McCrae died of 

pneumonia. He was buried with full 

honours in the Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission section of 

Wimereux Cemetery, a few kilometres 

up the coast from Boulogne. McCrae's 

horse, "Bonfire", led the procession, 

with his master's riding boots reversed 

in the stirrups.  

Flanders Field quickly spread in 

popularity, and was translated into 

many languages (a Latin version begins 

In agro belgico...). After the death of 

John McCrae, a óreplyô to Flanders 

Fields entitled ñAmericaôs Answerò was 

written by R. W. Lillard.  

Rest ye in peace, ye Flanders dead, 

The fight that ye so bravely led 

Weôve taken up. And we will keep 

True faith with you who lie asleep 

With each a cross to mark his bed, 

And poppies blowing over head, 

Where once his own life blood ran red. 

So let your rest be sweet and deep 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Fear not that ye have died for naught. 

The torch ye threw to us we caught. 

Ten million hands will hold it high, 

And Freedomôs light shall never die! 

Weôve learned the lesson that ye taught 

In Flanders fields. 

 

(First published in the  

New York Evening Post) 

 

JP 
                                                                        

 
 

http://www.greatwar.co.uk/westfront/ypsalient/meningate/meningate.htm
http://www.greatwar.co.uk/westfront/ypsalient/index.htm


 

                                                       Sudoku Time 

Every row , column and 3-by-3 sub-section must include numbers 1 to  9 in any order. 
 

These puzzles can all be solved with the application of logic! It might be easier to copy out the 
Sudoku onto a blank piece of paper. Use a pencil (with a rubber on the end) to write in possible 
candidates. Solutions will be placed at the back of Church during November. 



Book Reviews 

Thank God for Football!  

By Peter Lupson, Azure £9.99 (£6.99, Amazon) 

It is a little known fact that of the thirty seven clubs that have played in the 

English Premier League since its inception in the 92/93 season, twelve can 

trace their origin directly to a church. However, many of these famous football 

clubs know little about their origins or their founders. This book, which is the 

fruit of seven yearsô intensive research, features chapters on: Aston Villa, 

Barnsley, Birmingham City, Bolton Wanderers, Everton, Fulham, Liverpool, 

Manchester City, Queen's Park Rangers, Southampton, Swindon Town and 

Tottenham Hotspur. This book is a must-read for football fans everywhere!  
 

God of the Valley - a journey through grief 

By Steve Griffiths,  BRF,  £6.99  

Steve Griffiths explores suffering and how we can question, rage, weep and 

eventually find consolation in God's arms, no matter how desolate our 

situation. Reflecting on the pain of his wife's long illness and eventual death at 

the age of 36, he writes as one who has personally known prolonged grief, but 

also as a church minister who has preached and shared pastorally with bereaved 

families the insights found in scripture. 
 

Our Daily Walk ï daily readings 

By F. B. Meyer, Christian Heritage, £11.99 
F. B. Meyerôs short readings on a variety of themes help to encourage, 

challenge and remind us of our obligations. Our Daily Walk is a treasury of 

wisdom distilled into brief and memorable readings, which can be enjoyed by 

anyone - whether they have an hour to meditate or five minutes of peace in a 

hectic schedule. 
 

Pilgrims to the Manger - exploring the wonder of God with us   

By Naomi Starkey, BRF,  £7.99   The BRF advent book for 2010 

Here is a book which combines the familiar theme of ñjourneying to the 

mangeròï reflecting on the events of Christmas, towards which we ñjourneyò 

through Advent ï with pilgrimage, travelling in the company of others to a 

destination of particular spiritual significance.   

The writer focuses on an imaginary group of people, of whom the reader is one, 

making a pilgrimage that takes them through the streets of an average UK city. 

As they journey, they reflect on the seasonal festivities, the values on which 

they base their lives, some of the óred letter daysô in the Church calendar before 

and after Christmas and on the events leading up to the birth of Jesus. 

Noah and the Flood  

By Juliet David, Candle Books £5.99 

This innovative new series from Candle draws children into the story of 

Noah through captivating storytelling and interactive fun. The second title in 

the series, óRead and Playô encourages children to read the story and make 

up their own play scenes with the ten character pieces and stands which 

come with their own storage box. Beautifully illustrated by Jo Parry, with 10 

play pieces. 
 

Candle Bible for Toddlers,  

By Juliet David, Candle Books £8.99  
 

The Candle Bible for Toddlers is a delightful addition to the Candle range 

and ideal way to introduce the classic Bible Stories to a toddler. Each story is 

retold in clear simple words and sentences, supported by the exciting 

colourful illustrations by Helen Prole. Intended for ages 1+   400 pages. 

John Henry Newman:  Meditations and Devotions 

Edited by Ian Ker, Darton Longman & Todd, £10.99 

This is a beautifully produced book of meditations and prayers to mark the 

beatification of Cardinal Newman this autumn.  It consists of selections from 

Newmanôs private spiritual writings which have been edited and introduced 

by a leading Newman scholar, Ian Ker. 

These meditations and devotions come from the collection published after 

Newmanôs death by his secretary and friend William Neville of the 

Birmingham Oratory.  Also included is his profound óA Short Road to 

Perfectionô. 

Time to Change ï an Ignatian retreat in everyday life 

By Michael Campbell-Johnston   Darton Longman & Todd, £8.95 

This  book suggests how you can make a retreat without interrupting too 

much your ordinary daily life and all you have to do. 
 

A Time to care ï loving your elderly parents 

By Emily Ackerman,  IVP, £7.99 

Emily Ackerman looks at practical and emotional issues like finding time, 

coping with pressure, the sandwich generation, cutting apron-strings, 

memory loss and caring from a distance. Underpinning it all is helpful 

advice from the Bible. The author shares generously and sometimes 

humorously from her own experience, acting as a wise, sure-footed and 

sensitive guide. This book will be useful to all who care for elderly relatives. 



Cathedral bell rings for lost species 
 

Peterborough Cathedral rang its tolling 

bell 492 times this autumn on the same 

day that the crucial UN Biodiversity talks 

were held in New York - one toll for 

each animal and plant species that 

England has already lost. Other churches 

across the country also rang in support. 

 

The UN General Assembly were 

discussing - for the first time ever - the 

crisis affecting the world's biodiversity. 

Research published earlier this year by 

Natural England showed that 492 species 

have been lost in England, underlining 

the importance of how plants, animals 

and life are all linked and the loss of one 

species through human actions can affect 

many others.  

 

This year was declared the UN 2010 

International Year of Biodiversity (IYB) 

and the Church of England through its 

Shrinking the Footprint campaign is one 

of the official partners in the UK. 

 

On this dayðNovember 

2ndðOn this day in 1953 The 

Reverend Chad Varah set up The 

Samaritans. 

4th Composer Felix Mendelssohn 

died this day in 1847. He was 38. 

8th In 1920, today saw the very first 

Rupert Bear cartoon published in the 

Daily Express. 

14th Coventry Cathedral was bombed 

on this day in 1940. 

15th The first regular news bulletin 

was broadcast in Britain on this day in 

1922. 

20th Princess Elizabeth married the 

Lieutenant Philip Mountbatten on this 

day in 1947. We now know them as 

the Queen and the Duke of 

Edinburgh. 

21st On this day in 1974, the IRA 

bombed Birmingham, injuring 200 

and killing 17 people. 

22nd On this day in 1946, the Biro 

ballpoint pen went on sale in the UK 

for the first time. 

 

 

Prisons Week 2010  

A week of prayer for all those affected by prison 

For over thirty years Prisons Week has prepared prayer literature to enable 

the Christian community, through individuals and churches, to pray for the 

needs of prisoners, their families, victims of crime and the many people who 

are involved in caring for prisoners. This year Prisons Week is running from 

21 - 27 November, 2010 and the title is 'Be With Me'. The text is Luke 23 v 

33-43.  

Reflections of a Prison Chaplain. 

What do we deal with in a week? 

Weôre asked to be with those we tell about the death of a relative, those who 

have miscarried, those who are expecting childrené. those who are hopeless 

and those who are experiencing the first twinges of hope, painful as it is. We 

get phone calls from officers on the wings: ñôso-and-soô has had bad news on 

the phone and is asking to talk to a chaplain. We donôt know what has 

happened they wonôt tell us.ò We get the reception visits and the stories 

people carry with them, the sparks of paranoia from which, for some reason 

at some times, we are exempt and the other occasional sparks of something 

else. 

Everywhere we go we are called upon to be with both prisoners and staff as 

they offer to share their stories and their lives; to go with them into the pits of 

their experience; into the darkness and to be a light, or a lifeline, or a witness, 

never a judge. Someone wanting to share good news, to show me baby 

photos, a baby scan, a letter, has pursued me along a corridoré 

All the time it is to be with people, to respect them in their entirety: their 

senses, their emotions, their history, their hopes and dreams and in all this the 

prison system demands that we act with dignity, humanity and 

professionalism. We hear so much. The officers are curious and ask us ñHow 

do you cope with it - the domestic violence and abuse, the physical and 

mental abuse, even torture, fears, dreams and nightmares?ò It is the wrong 

question ï what keeps us going back into the darkness with all these damaged 

and searching people? It is love and hope, and the growing certainty that we 

are not alone; nor are the people we are called to be with. 
 

Prayer leaflets can be downloaded from www.prisonsweek.org 

The prayers suggestions for the week are: Day 1 ï Victims, Day 2 ï 

Prisoners, Day 3 ï  Families, Day 4 ï  Prison Staff, Day 5 ï  Communities, 

Day 6 ï Those in the justice system, Day 7 ï  All.  



SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE ROTA  

Due to illness, there will be a vacancy on the Coffee Rota from 1st January 

2011. Would any one like to join the rota? Three is ideal, but two works 

well, as there are always people willing to help with table-clearing etc. 

Please contact the Administrator if you can help.  

                                 Men especially welcome! 

 

Bolton from the Church Tower   Harvest Lunch in the Parish Hall 

Photo: Trevor Whillas 

To advertise in this publication, 

please contact the Parish Office 

on 01204 522226  



         ñAfter sharp showers,ò said Peace, ñmost glorious is the sun; 

            Is no weather warmer than after watery clouds; 

            Nor no love dearer, nor dearer friends; 

            Than after war and woe, when Love and Peace be masters. 

            Was never war in this world, nor wickedness so keen, 

            That Love, if he pleased, could not bring to laughter, 

            And Peace, through patience, all perils stopped.` 

 

               William Langland, submitted by F. Rothwell 

William Langland (c.1332-c.1400), 

was probably born at Ledbury in 

Herefordshire. He became a clerk and 

earned a poor living by singing in a 

chantry and copying legal documents. 

His most famous work is the Vision 

Concerning Piers Plowman, which is a 

narrat ive poem divided in to 

ópassusô (Latin for steps). These lines 

are from Passus 18 (the Harrowing of 

Hell). The poem, which is about the 

poetôs intense quest for the true 

Christian life, begins in the Malvern 

Hills, where the narrator falls asleep 

and has a vision of a Tower of Truth 

set upon a hill and a dungeon of 

Wrong in a deep valley; between 

these symbols of heaven and hell is 

a "fair field full of folk", 

representing the world of mankind. 

In the early part of the poem Piers, 

a humble ploughman, appears and 

offers himself as the narratorôs 

guide to Truth. The latter part of 

the work is concerned with the 

narrator 's search for three 

characters: Dowel (Do-Well), 

Dobet (Do-Better) and Dobest (Do-

Best). The poem also provides 

vivid glimpses of the lives of the 

poorer classes of 14th century 

England.                                       JP                       
     

                                                     

       Finzi meets Traherne 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dies Natalis is the product of two lives separated by over two 

centuries ï born of a chance discovery in 1896 and a musicianôs 

love of setting poetry to music. 

The words of the Salutation are those of the English metaphysical 

poet and cleric Thomas Traherne (b.1638). Traherne lived a quiet 

contemplative life, surrounded by nature and concentrating on his 

gifts of preaching and writing poetry. He died in Teddington in 

October 1674 and was buried in St. Maryôs Church under the 

reading desk. Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch, who published the Oxford 

Book of English Verse, says, ñAnd so, Thomas Traherne, B.D., with 

his manuscripts, stole out of menôs regard of memory; no-one in a 

noisy time missing a footfall that in life had passed so noiselessly.ò 

Over two hundred years later, a volume of poetry was discovered in 

a London pavement bookstall. At first the work was attributed to 

Henry Vaughn, but publisher Bertram Dobell revealed them to be 

Traherneôs work. He edited two volumes of the work, which 

included poems (published in 1903) and a prose work entitled 

Centuries of Meditation (published in 1908). A further discovery of 

a manuscript in the British Library resulted in the publication of a 

collection of poems called Felicity in 1910. The movements of Dies 

Natalis are from this last volume and Centuries of Meditation. 

Meanwhile, the young Gerald Finzi was growing up in London, 

probably unaware of this literary discovery. The family moved to 

Harrogate in 1914 where Finzi began his studies with Ernest Farrar, 

who was killed in action in 1918. Finzi continued his studies with 

Bairstow who gave him his first break by including his setting of 

Christina Rossettiôs poem ñBefore the Paling of the Starsò at Choral 

Evensong in York Minster in 1920. 

Finziôs Dies Natalis, a cantata 

for tenor and strings, was first 

performed seventy years ago. The 

movement óSalutationô was one of 

the pieces I sang for my RSCM 

Gold award. I also had to submit 

notes about the piece, which I 

have reproduced below. 


